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Narrativising Healthy Coexistence and Humane Values: A
Study of Kipling’s Scientific Romance “007”

Beetoshok Singha

Abstract B Rudyard Kipling’s approach to the Empire was varied and
multifaceted. ‘Science fiction’ or more specifically ‘scientific romance’ was one
of the modes to convey his responses to the Empire. The most distinctive
feature of “°007” is the personification of locomotives and their spiritual union
with the day to day affairs of human beings. In this he breaks away from the
traditional science fiction, which deals with inventions and adventures to provide
a more colourful account of life which in normal eyes looks achromatic.

Keywords: camaraderie, team morale, rapprochement

Generally held as the spokesperson of the British Empire Joseph Rudyard Kipling
(1865-1936) also laid his hands in other areas of literary creativity. One of his favourite
genres was science fiction. Yet the stories of science fiction penned by Kipling are
markedly different from those of other writers and bear Kipling’s nature of making his
protagonist succeed in accomplishing things in a collective manner. We scarcely
encounter any scientist with futuristic machines performing unimaginable scientific
feats in his stories. Even stories like “As Easy as ABC” (1912) which ostensibly show
a disdain towards crowd and collectivity in general actually uphold the utilitarian motto
— greatest good for the greatest number — by making the majority of the population
beneficiaries of science and technology. Thus in spite of his outward display of a life
blessed by science the narrative actually upholds humane values which are also intrinsic
in the author. In some stories like “The Ship That Found Herself” (1895) the author
seeks to romanticize the narrative by personifying the components of the ship and
inculcating an in-group feeling by their works in unison. This spirit of this in-group
feeling in turn will be used for the betterment of human beings. The modest object of
the present article is to explore Kipling’s shorter fiction “°007” from this viewpoint.

Subtitled as “The Story of an American Locomotive” the story first made its
debut in Scribner’s Magazine in August 1897 and was collected in The Day s Work
in the following year. As it has already been pointed out, Kipling’s attempt to romanticize
his story becomes evident by making °007, a new locomotive, as the protagonist and
its interaction with other engines. Typical of Kipling’s stories of schoolboys like that of
the Stalky stories or regimental stories like “His Private Honour” (1891) or “The Big
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